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OFF THE CUFF
Hamumam adds some
additiceal air to her
Therm Browne panks.
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n 2003, the filmmaker Douglas Keeve set
outto capture the inaugural class of the
CFDA/Vogue Fashion ' Fund. He spent
most of a year training his camera:
thirteen energetic young deswner

Llu':.we magic that comes from being
i Ihil'ulure"in;mindu‘l v be-

and celebrity talking heads—
cinematographic proof that Warhol
was right and happiness reallyisa jobin
New York. But the resulting documentary, Seamnless, told a
different story (and the footage on the cutting-room floor was
even more devastating). Doo-Ri Chung, a 2006 winner, lost
her studio when her parents’ dry-cleaning business in New
Jersey burned to the ground. Alexandre Plokhov of Cloak, a
2004 runner-up, found himself in the dark—literally—with
a collection to finish when his alt-folk, cello-playing bus
partner went on tour witha punk band without paying the
electric bill. Jack McCollough and Lazaro Hernandez of
Proenza Schouler, winners in 2004, struggled to keep their
personal and professional partnership intact in ways that
were heartbreaking to behold. Why would anyone want to
be a designer, anyway? It all seemed so insurmountably hard.
actly why the CFDA/Vague Fashion
reated fifteen years ago: to make the Ameri-
can fashion community more caring, more creative, more
u\mcmnabk At qu: we ha cen how 9/11 toppled the
ators and had
tried to help by funding gro up shows and solo efforts under
the rubric An American View. We had forgone the oppor-
tunity to participate in reality-television shows where, by
design, entertainment would trump talent. We wanted to
the hard truths of our industry: that th alled young
designers were then in their40s; that diversity was nonexistent
and not discussed; that the gap between the haves and the
have-nothings was not only wrong but also fundamentally
deadening toa community d on vibrancy. Plokhov we
not the only one l'll'()lll_'t.d in gloom: The lights were going

And what a difference a competition makes. Fifteen years
and 150 fir ]aler. the CFDA/V guc' Fashion Fund prize
\ 3

FIRST STRING munit; famnngdc aners nl alleu,

Model Imaan Hammam with differing aesthetic and comme:
sports akinetic look, communicate, collaborate, and es
lush with frond prints, hertl I the fun and =
by 2007 Fashion Fund other through the funand not-so-fun
runner-up Phillip Lim in his lens, creativity is never easy, busine:
Zoéigd apair of hjiopﬁfby be challenging, and life will whack you sidev
Meyer. ?::r;nj;wugu:ﬂf::gr comfort of knowing they are not alone has given American
for the fund was “like designers the freedom to think bigger, bolder, and more
winning the design beautifully for the world they dress—for all of us, basically.
lottery." Meyer found it Fifteen years later, we are all winners.—SALLY SINGE
equally revelatory: “The
mostimportant people
in fashion,” she realized, T . R R ‘
“actually want to help you PHOTOGRAPHED BY MIKAEL.
and see you succeed!”
Fashion Editor:
Tonne Goodman.
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Chioma Nnadi

It feat bice kismat when Pnadi,
Viague's digital Eashion news directon,
doind b treveal vistags Jean Paul
Gaultior on eElny o few years ago.

“Hhasd been fooking at oid Gaustier
shaws of the earty-rnid "90s at the
time=thesa ware the collections|
remernberdreaming of a5 a teenager
but coukdn’t afford,” she explains.
Then, a5 now, she was dravwn bo their
oy fully madcap motid ) think thera's
Ay a palchworkefiect going

o withimow | dress misell.” Nnadi
says. “I'ma magpke for prints.
patterns, dnd lexlures, and thess
DS retlect the randn energy

of the mix.~ Model Imaan Hammam
wesrs Ninadi's awnvintage Jean
Faul Galtier mesh Lo, Tary Buneh
Bt wast: taryburch.com

Lowena skirt: matchestashion com.
Heckiaces by Rogue Rose and
Laruicel, Banglesiby Stephen Bwack.
Titfamy & Co., and Dinosaur Designs,
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HIDDEN AGENDA WINGS OF DESIRE
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TYLA. the queen of popiana, takes her crown
Veni, vidi, Valentino! ALESSANDRO NICHFTERES .-:E-‘,'I'illlf.l comeback
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